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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-74
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: January 27, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: January 27, 2015
Type of Action: Approval of agreement to refund City of Jacksonville 
Bill Summary: This bill approves an agreement with Habitat for Humanity of Jacksonville, Inc., a not for profit corporation (HabiJax), to refund COJ the City’s cost in acquiring and donating to HabiJax the lands in this agreement, and render title to the lands marketable where possible; and waives the provisions of Section 122.461, Ordinance Code.
Background Information: All of the lands within this agreement are in Council Districts 7, 8, or 9. In 2002, the City used Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to prosecute municipal lien foreclosure proceedings against certain lots. After judgments were obtained, the City retained successful bids at the foreclosure sales from HabiJax to construct residential housing for persons of low to moderate income. HabiJax became the record owner, on or about January 6, 2003, of the foreclosed lots and constructed housing on several of the properties. HabiJax was unable to transfer insurable titles on four properties due to interest of “true owners”. The costs for foreclosure on these lots were previously reimbursed to the City. According to Section 95.12, Florida Statutes, HabiJax has satisfied the allotted time to file for quiet title on the remaining foreclosed lots. Although some the lots are unbuildable, HabiJax will retain ownership.
The City waives the reconveyance requirement because the lots are unproductive for City uses; and HabiJax is now able to render title insurable and proceed with construction on buildable lots; and will reimburse CDBG grant funds used to acquire the properties.
Policy Impact Area: Public Works Department, Planning and Development Department
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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